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NJ Retreads Motorcycle Club   
Newsletter for MAY — JUNE 2024 

*********************************** 
To Prospective Members …… 

We are an easy-going group of grown-up, experienced motorcyclists who do day rides 
throughout the tri-state area.  We ride Wednesdays and Sundays, year round. All brands 
are welcome.  No meetings, few rules, nominal dues.  If you are age 40 and above, we 
invite you to join us.  Read on to appreciate the beauty and simplicity of what we are. 



2024 Retread Officers 
 

R. Denny Blew, State Director 
 856 498 9208      

Steve Gallagher, Asst State Director  
856 297 4141 

David Somers, Membership Officer 
609 226 2330       

Claudine Gallagher, Club Photographer 
  

Administrative Office:  

May-June Schedule 
 

SUNDAY 
Rides depart 9am 

_______________ 
May 

5  Harrison House 

12 Woodstown Diner 

19 Elmer Diner  

26 Point 40 Diner 

_________________ 

June 

2  Pegasus Diner 

9  Elmer Diner 

16  Woodstown Diner 

23  Point 40 Diner 

30  Vincentown Diner 

WEDNESDAY 

Rides depart 8:30am 

_______________ 
May 

1  Pegasus Diner 

8  Elmer Diner 

15 Harrison House 

22 Point 40 Diner 

29 Vincentown Diner 

_________________ 

June 

5  Harrison House 

12 Elmer Diner 

19 Point 40 Diner 

26 Pegasus Diner 

Helpful Tips 
To Make Your 

Experience 
More 

Enjoyable 
 

SCHEDULING 

Use your phone to take 
a screen shot of this 
ride schedule. 

 

BREAKFAST 

Arrive an hour prior to 
the specified departure 
time to share in 
breakfast and 
conversation. 

 

THE RULE ON FUEL 

Gas up prior to the 
specified departure 
time.  This is a must: it 
is not a suggestion. 
 
Enjoy ! 

NEW MEMBERS JOINING MONTHLY! 
 

Welcome  
 

Keith Bond of Vineland 
Gene Mercoli of Sicklerville 



NJ Retreads 2024 —  EXISTING  MEMBER  RENEWAL  FORM 
Retreads Motorcycle Club International, Inc. -  AMA Charter 3233 

Join now and get it done 

Member___________________________     Co-Member_________________________  Date___/___/___ 

  
THIS MUST BE SIGNED - By voluntarily applying for membership, I understand that the Retreads cannot 

assume responsibility for any aspect of my safety.  I understand the sport of motorcycle riding has an 
inherent safety hazard.  I also understand that my participation in any Retread activity is strictly voluntary, 

and further, I release and hold harmless the Retreads from any loss to my person or property.   
 

Applicant (sign): ______________________________    Co-Applicant:____________________________ 
 

(Note—We have your contact info on file.  If anything has changed, make note on reverse side.) 
 
 

MAIL THIS APPLICATION  -  PLEASE DO NOT HAND THIS OFF TO OTHERS TO DELIVER 

Mail application & payment to:   David Somers  -  35 N. Smith Bowen Road, Galloway, NJ  08205 

$25 couple / $20 single     amount enclosed —>   $_________   Please make payable to:  NJ Retreads MC 

NJ Retreads 2024  —  FORM  FOR  NEW  APPLICANT 
Retreads Motorcycle Club International, Inc. -  AMA Charter 3233 

 New Applicant__________________________     Co-Applicant_____________________   Date___/___/__ 

Street Address_________________________________________________________  

City__________________________________   County_________________   State_____    Zip_________ 

Phones ___________________________________   Email ______________________________________________ 

Applicant Birthdate ___/___/___   Co-Applicant___/___/___              AMA Member?#s?_________________ 

 
THIS MUST BE SIGNED - By voluntarily applying for membership, I understand that the Retreads cannot 

assume responsibility for any aspect of my safety.  I understand the sport of motorcycle riding has an 
inherent safety hazard.  I also understand that my participation in any Retread activity is strictly voluntary, 

and further, I release and hold harmless the Retreads from any loss to my person or property.   
 

Applicant (sign): ______________________________    Co-Applicant:____________________________ 
 
 

Mail application & payment to:   David Somers  -  35 N. Smith Bowen Road, Galloway, NJ  08205 

$25 couple / $20 single     amount enclosed —>   $_________   Please make payable to:  NJ Retreads MC 

Administration Use Only 

App Card # Issued _____________  Date: ___/___/___         Co-App Card # Issued ____________  Date: ___/___/___ 











TIPS  FOR  NEW (and all) MEMBERS 
 
SCHEDULES: Rides scheduled every Wed & Sun, year round.  In case of bad weather we 
may do ’pop-up’ rides on alternative days.  Stay tuned to social media for updates.  
 
KICK STANDS UP (KSU):  Departure times are strictly adhered because of planned 
routes.  Gear up, gas up, and get your engine fired up by the designated departure 
time.   
 
BREAKFASTS:  Enjoy a pre-ride breakfast at the designated location.  Allow 1 hour prior 
to KSU.  Otherwise, arrive 15 minutes prior to KSU time to hear about the day’s routes. 
 
RIDES:  On any day, 1-3 routes may be available.  Routes announced following 
breakfast.  
 
BECOME A RIDE LEADER:  It’s simple.  Choose a route or destination and take us there.  
We encourage more ride leaders.  Speak with an officer or a ride leader to learn more.   
 
COMMON RIDE PROTOCOLS:  Respect the established protocols of the NJSP: that is 
staggered formation and the two-second rule.  No passing or side-by-side riding, and 
allow a 2 second time-gap between you and bike in front.  Ask for more info/
clarification. 
 
RIDING STYLE:  Each ride leader has his/her own unique style.  They unselfishly give 
their time and experience to plan rides.  Do not expect them to change their plan or 
ride style for one individual.  So …..  Join up with a ride leader whose style fits your 
taste.    
 
MAKE EVERY RIDE YOUR RIDE:  Ride leaders plan their routes and destinations. To hold 
the group together, riders must reasonably keep up and move as a unit.  If you are 
uncomfortable with route conditions or a ride-style, exercise your right and exit the 
ride.   
 
HELP YOUR FELLOW RIDER:  Try to stay aware of the rider following you.  If they should 
drop out of sight, attempt to alert the riders ahead.  Should there be troubles or a 
breakdown, we like to have someone remain with them until a solution is found.  
 
ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY:  For your own good, assume responsibility for your ride, 



What Is It Worth?     copyright 2024   Steve Gallagher 

 
As a lover of me-tested old machines, I'm intrigued with the concept of a bike’s 
monetary value against its intrinsic value of ownership.  I currently own 6 bikes of 6 
different brands with an age span from 1967-2017.  Collectors will tell you their bikes 
speak to them in various intrinsic values that, at least for them, are more valuable 
than the bikes actual cash worth.  I am one of those people: happily so!  

Monetary value is what someone else (who has no history with this machine) is willing to pay to be it's 
next caretaker.  But intrinsic value is a combina on of sen mental value plus how it makes you feel just 
staring at it in the garage; not to forget the sound it makes when it comes to life, and how much it makes 
you smile under the helmet.  Most collectors tend to always have a project bike in the garage, or at least 
one that needs repairs (and funding).  So what is an old bike really worth?  

In 2007 I bought a 1982 Honda CB900C as a camper bike.  It was lighter than my Electra Glide and could fit 
under my screenhouse during camp season.  I bought it because it was affordable, fit what I wanted it to 
do and, growing up, I’d always wanted one.  These bikes changed motorcycling for the be er: I just 
needed to own one. It served us well for several seasons and I loved riding it. Eventually it developed a 
persistent brake issue so we garaged it; in the mean me we rode the Electra Glide.   

Fast forward and the bike languished many years except for the occasional firing up. Sadly I allowed the 
carburetors to get ethanol sickness and it wouldn't run at all.  It tortured me every me I went into the 
garage.  It needed more work than it was worth monetarily but I couldn't bear to sell it in that 
condi on.  So, how much was it worth? 

By last fall I couldn’t stare at it's broken self any longer, and I couldn’t bear to sell it for parts. I vowed to 
fix it, even if it meant selling at a loss.  I called a fellow Retread mechanic wizard and asked if he’d help.  
We discussed needs, expected expenses and poten al cost overruns.  He was more than fair, and agreed 
to get it running and braking reliably, while I'd do the small repairs and cosme c work.   

I well knew this project could end badly a er such a long sleep, but I hoped it was worth it.  It needed 
brakes and a ba ery, but the carbs were the worst part (these Japanese bikes are famous for carb 
issues).  My mechanic toiled long frustra ng hours.  S ll, the carbs tended to overfill and dump gas on the 
ground, and he was concerned they might never work properly.  So I took it home, and hoped they would 
func on once the weather warmed up.   

Here we are in March, and a er some experimenta on, it’s working normally again!  Ever see a guy dance 
in his driveway?  My neighbors have!  Now I can say, " It runs like an old Honda!"  (The way I always 
expected it to).  It's no pris ne me capsule; it wasn't when I bought it.  It s ll needs res and a tach drive 
gasket, and so forth.  So, yes: I spent more on restora on and registra on than I could sell it for, but 
realis cally small repairs on a bike that’s over 40.  I’ll always keep it lurking around.  

Warm weather is coming and this old friend will be seen again around Elmer, NJ.  And the guy riding it will 
have a big smile under his helmet, enjoying the wind, the sound it makes, the riding of a classic, and the 
knowledge that I didn't let it languish.  And that's what it's always been worth!  

My camper friend has a nicely kept 1970s Kawasaki Z900.  He asked me to bring it up the Honda so the 
two of us can blast around the Pennsylvania hills.  It's absolutely gonna happen.  If you have a garage 
piece, take my advice and rescue it. Thank me later.  And if you happen to own an old classic that you 
want to blast around on, call me.  Let's do it.  Hope to see you out there.  

                                                                                                                         Steve G. 



FACEBOOK   Retreads of South Jersey 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

May 
4 Les Bailey 
4 Claudine Gallagher 
5 Denny Blew 
6 Dave Mattson 
7 Keith Bond 
8 Gary Cliff Jones 
11 Nancy Webster 
12 Brenda Patterson 
15 Mark Whitley 
18 Robert Andrews 
19 Carl Donato 
23 Mary Platania 
23 Tom Smith 
26 Frank Smith 
31 Rich Gabrieli  
  

June 
1 Tom Hodge 
2 Dave Somers 
6 Joe Reid 
7 Doug Meeker 
9 Connie Frie 
11 Ray Gangluff 
16 James Kinnarney 
19 George Thomas 

Thank you, Claudine 
Gallagher, for so much of the 

excellent photography found on 
our Facebook page! 

The 2—Second Rule 
 

A Hybrid Procedure for Safer Riding 

The hybrid directive of “staggered formation” and the “two-
second rule” enables spirited riding while supplying a greater 
degree of safety.  Yet, many motorcyclists are unaware of it.   

 

Staggered Formation 

Staggered Formation means no side-by-side riding or passing 
while in motion.  Riders are to remain staggered except when 
stopped.  On very narrow or slippery conditions, riders may go 
to single file but increase the gap to allow more reaction time. 

 

Two-Second Rule 

Watch the rider in front (in your lane: not to your flank). When 
the rider in front transects with an object (tree, utility pole, 
road sign), begin a relaxed count “one mississippi / two 
mississippi”.  Once you finish your count, you should be 
intersecting with that same object.   

 

The two-second rule automatically self-adjusts to work 
effectively at all speeds.  It mechanically creates time-gaps: 

 

At 15 MPH, you get a 44 foot gap to the rider in front 
At 30 MPH, you get a 88 foot gap to the rider in front 
At 45 MPH, you get a 132 foot gap to the rider in front 
At 60 MPH, you get a 176 foot gap to the rider in front 
At 75 MPH, you get a 220 foot gap to the rider in front 
 

If you get there before two seconds, you’re riding too close.  
But if you’re not there till four or more seconds, you’re too far 
back and forcing a separation between the group: that’s not 
good either.   

 

Shoot for 2-3 seconds.  Ride safe / ride smart. 



SMILES AND SMILES TO GO 


